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Tomato Oil
cold pressed virgin oil

INCI Name: Solanum Lycopersicum (Tomato) Seed 
Oil

Background
Tomato (Solanum lycopersicum L.) originally comes 
from Peru and the plant was widely spread among  
the Aztecs 3,000 years before the Conquistadores’ 
arrival. It was initially used as an ornament because  
it was considered to be poisonous. Since 1700, the 
tomato is appreciated worldwide for its taste and 
its many different uses. The major by-product of the 
tomato processing industry is its seeds. Tomato oil 
is a virgin oil obtained by cold pressing the seeds. 
It contains a remarkable amount of carotenoids, 
tocopherols, Vitamin C, phenolic compounds, and 
phytosterols. 

Cosmetic Properties
Tomato oil has a typical reddish orange color due to 
the presence of carotenoids, in particular, lycopene, 
lutein, and zeaxanthin. 

It is an excellent antioxidant, even more effective 
than pure lycopene, as reported in scientific 
literature. The oil acts as an inhibitor of several free 
radical species, the expression of oxidative stress-
induced proteins,  and the lipid peroxidation. The oil 
provides strong protection against UV light damage, 
reducing some effects like the formation of wrinkles. 

Phytosterols, like β-Sitosterol, stimulate the synthesis 
of elastin which plays a key role in the maintenance 
of skin tone. 

It is a stable oil, able to deeply penetrate the 
epidermis. These features make the oil ideal for 
mature, dry and damaged skin and also for hair. 
Its low viscosity allows for quick absorption and it 
is recommended for oily and acne-prone skin. It is 
quickly absorbed by the skin and does not leave an 
oily feel.

Key Benefits:
• Antioxidant properties
• Anti-aging benefits
• Gentle for sensitive and acne-

prone skin
• Moisturizing
• Quick absorbing

Product Applications:
• Skin care products including

facial care, facial cleansing
products, body care products,
baby care products

• Anti-aging formulations, such as
anti-wrinkle serum, etc.

• Hair care products targeted
towards damaged or normal
hair

• Lip care products
• Sun care products, including

sun protection, after-sun & self-
tanning products

• After-shave products
• Cosmeceutical formulations
• Decorative and color cosmetics
• Toiletries

Typical Properties
Appearance @ 25°C Yellow-Amber Liquid
Oleic acid, % 15 - 25
Linoleic acid (C18:2), % 50 - 60

Solubility Insoluble in water
Soluble in fats and oils

Heavy Metals <20 ppm
Recommended Use Level 0.5 - 5.0% 


